
 

Newsletter 

No. 3 

12 March 2018 

Inside this issue: 

    Top of  the  Hi l l  
           Newsletter of Duval High School 

NSW P&C VOLUNTEER 

 OF THE YEAR AWARDS 

P
O

 B
o

x
 7

5
1

, C
re

s
t R

o
a

d
 A

rm
id

a
le

 N
S

W
 2

3
5

0
 T

e
le

p
h

o
n

e
 0

2
 6

7
7

2
 1

2
6

6
 F

a
c

s
im

ile
 0

2
 6

7
7

1
 1

7
6

6
 E

m
a

il d
u

v
a

l-h
.s

c
h

o
o

l@
d

e
t.n

sw
.e

d
u

.a
u

 

PBL 

C
O

R
N

E
R

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you think our 

expectations should 

be for the  

new school? 

Page 2 
Principal’s News 

Excursions 

Page 3 
P&C News 

Year 12 Shining Stars 

Parent/Teacher Interviews 

Armidale Autumn Festival 

Page 4 
Year 8X Science Recycling 

2014 Duval Student Achieving Dreams 

Page 5 
Every Day Counts 

Every Second Counts 

Page 6 
2018 SRC Reps 

Page 7 
Sports News 

Power Hour 

Page 8 
Community Noticeboard 

 
DATES FOR THE DIARY 
 

12 March Europe Presentation 5.30pm 

13 March Footnotes Career Presentation 9.05am 

17 March Autumn Festival March—meet opp TAFE 12.15pm 

21 March P&C AGM Principal’s Office 6.00pm 

27 March, 3 & 10 April  Girls with Attitude 

29 March Year 7 Pine Forest Excursion 

3 April  Parent/Teacher Interviews starting at 3.45pm 

10 April Safe on Social 

Publication of this newsletter is made possible through the generous support of the 

 Duval High School  Parents & Citizens Association. 

Congratulations to Suellen Simpson, whose hard work and involve-

ment was recently acknowledged as a finalist in the P&C’s Volun-

teer of the Year Awards. Some of Suellen’s contributions to Duval 

High School include: Canteen Convener and volunteer, founder 

and mentor of the DHS Sports Shooting Team, member of DHS Fi-

nance Committee, frequent participant on staff recruitment/

interview panels, organiser for the painting & lettering of  the front 

entrance and bus-bay, and overseer of planning and construction of 

the bus-shed. 

The Awards were held at the Novo-

tel Parramatta on the 2 March. Suel-

len flew down to attend the Awards 

Dinner accompanied by Vikki 

Shorter (who is also a long-term 

supporter of DHS activities). The 

Governor General David Hurley 

was the dignitary presenting the 

Awards. This is well-earned recog-

nition for Suellen’s commitment and 

dedication at Duval HS. 

It was a wonderful evening and a 

huge honour to be the finalist for our 

region and to represent Duval High 

P&C, says Suellen.  

You too can join our highly valued 

team of Duval Community Volun-

teers for a rewarding experience. 

See page 3 for more P&C News and 2018 Annual General Meeting 

(AGM) information.  
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PRINCIPAL’S NEWS 

Congratulations to the students 

and staff involved in the Year 7 

Camp last week. I am told that 

everyone had an engaging and 

very enjoyable time, and that this 

new location near Coffs Harbour 

provided just as many challenges, 

excitement and adventures as our 

traditional Warrumbungles camp did! Well done 

to Mrs Magann and her enthusiastic team – Mr 

Harris, Miss Nyberg, Mr Roberston and Mr Breen! 

A brief update on progress with the Armidale 

Future School - On Wednesday 7 March, I met 

with representatives from GHD (the management 

company overseeing the project), the 

Department’s Asset Management Unit, O’Donnell 

Hanlon and the demountable contractor for the 

siting meeting of the first stage of building 

construction here at Duval. As a result, I am 

reliably informed that construction of the 

“Temporary School” on our site will commence 

within the next two weeks.  

As noted in my last report, this building will start 

with the new Support Unit, so that the students 

over at Armidale High School can commence 

their gradual transition to this site over the rest of 

the year. This construction, on the northern side 

of the school between the gym and Harden St, 

and the relocation of our existing Art 

demountable to the area between the Industrial 

Arts building and the front oval, mean that we will 

be instituting some very significant safety 

measures to protect all of our students. Stay tuned 

for further information! 

Meanwhile, our goal remains to keep everyone in 

the community updated with the progress of the 

build(s) through the future drop-in sessions we 

will be holding, our websites (https://

armidalefutureschool.com.au/  and http://

www.duval-h.schools.nsw.edu.au/), regular 

emails, and posts on the Duval High School 

Facebook pages. 

A brief visit to the Dark Side - Sadly, as the 

weather begins to turn, we are seeing more and 

more students coming to school wearing 

inappropriate (and sometimes offensive) clothing 

rather than their correct school uniform. This may 

seem a trivial matter to some, especially given 

the coming amalgamation with Armidale High 

School on this site from 2019. However, it is an 

unfortunate fact that the community as a whole 

judges a school, not by the quality of its students  

 

or their academic, sporting and cultural 

excellence, but by their appearance! I for one do 

not want the majority of our students judged 

based on the scruffy appearance of a minority!  

In recent weeks, I have spoken to a significant 

number of students about this matter, and have 

personally communicated my concerns. In each 

case, I have given the student a gentle reminder 

about correct school uniform; we have a uniform 

code that is both fair and broad in scope, so I see 

no reason why any student should be out of 

uniform at all.  

I appeal to parents to support this element of our 

PBL program and to remind your children that 

wearing the uniform with pride displays all five of 

our school values; Community, Respect, 

Excellence, Safety and Teamwork! 

Stafford Cameron 

Principal 

 

EXCURSIONS ARE AN IMPORTANT 

PART OF THE CURRICULUM 

Excursions are an important part of the 

curriculum and it is recommended that all 

students attend. These specially organised field 

trips are intended to add to and expand on lesson 

plans, and they also provide an interesting 

variation to the school day for students.   

They can take a lot of planning for the organising 

teacher, and if students do not return the 

permission notes they will not be able to attend. 

If too many students do not return their 

permission notes, the trip may have to be 

cancelled as a minimum number is required to 

proceed. This would be a disappointing result for 

students and for teaching staff trying to offer 

varied and interesting learning experiences.  

It is not an ideal situation where the organising 

teacher has to ring around looking for permission 

notes for an impending excursion. 

Please return excursion permission notes at 

least 2 days prior to the excursion.   

 

https://armidalefutureschool.com.au/
https://armidalefutureschool.com.au/
http://www.duval-h.schools.nsw.edu.au/
http://www.duval-h.schools.nsw.edu.au/
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P&C NEWS 

Thanks to all parents who helped with our 

successful P&C BBQ at the Twilight Swimming 

Carnival. This event is always a great time to 

begin the year of community involvement and 

fundraising. Our takings for the evening were 

almost $350 – which is a lot of sausage and steak 

sandwiches! 

On 28 February, Duval P&C members joined our 

Armidale HS P&C colleagues for a combined 

meeting to discuss the Armidale Future School. 

Mr Cameron and Ms Lasker reported on current 

progress, including the near-to-completion 

School Plan which is being developed in 

consultation with students, teachers, parents, and 

the wider community. Both P&Cs agreed to delay 

merging until next year, so that it coincides with 

all students attending the same campus.  

Although we will continue to meet as separate 

groups, we will continue to share updates with 

each other throughout 2018. 

Our Annual General Meeting will be held on 

Wednesday 21 March at 6pm in the DHS 

Principal’s Office. The P&C acts as an important 

connection within the school community during 

development of the Armidale Future School. 

Many of our activities this year will be to support 

students throughout the transition process. We 

encourage all parents and carers to join us.  

An Ordinary Meeting is scheduled to 

immediately follow the AGM. It will be the first 

meeting of 2018, and is typically when many of 

our spending priorities for the year are decided. 

Once again, everyone is encouraged to attend! 

P&C Executive  

 

They had fun with water pistols and giant 

inflatable flamingos and swam valiantly against 

the teachers in the relay race.  

Last week, students received their customised 

Year 12 jerseys, thanks to the tremendous efforts 

of Bridget Pattison and Shaun Butler. Our 

official group photograph was taken on March 6, 

and individual photo's afterward.  

T w e n t y - f i v e  D u v a l  s t a f f  h a v e 

generously  volunteered  the ir  t ime 

to mentor personally Year 12 students, and the 

Reach Your Peak (RYP) support sessions are in 

full swing.  

Very soon, Year 12 and their parents/carers will 

have the opportunity to participate in a 

Wellbeing Evening in the Staff Common 

Room. Students and guests will receive practical 

advice from counsellors and other presenters on 

maintaining their wellbeing throughout the HSC 

year. 

Students know that the door to Room 113 is 

always open to them if they need to chat or seek 

help.  

Ms Alison Armstrong  

Year 12 Adviser 

 

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS 

Parent/Teacher Interviews will be held on 3 

March. Bookings can be made with teachers by 

going onto the Duval Website. Search Parent 

Portal and click on Parent Teacher interviews. If 

you have not registered onto the Portal, you will 

need to do this first.  

 

Interview times are available from 3.45pm 

onwards. You will be able to make bookings for 

interviews up until 5pm 2 March. 

 

Contact the school if you encounter any issues. 

 

ARMIDALE AUTUMN FESTIVAL 

PARADE  

The Parade will be held on 17 March. Duval 

representatives marching in the parade will be 

meeting opposite the TAFE in Beardy Street at 

12.15pm. Please come dressed to impress the 

rest of Armidale with Duval Uniform and colours 

proudly shown.  

YEAR 12 STARS SHINING BRIGHTLY 

Students are off to a positive start in their HSC 

y e a r ,  s e t t l i n g  i n t o  s t u d y  r o u -

tines and taking leading roles in Duval 

High's social and cultural life.  

Under the leadership of School Captains Izzy 

Winter and Dylan Ramsay, prefects dressed as 

Cupids celebrated Valentine's Day and raised 

money for charity, delivering chocolates, roses 

and love songs to lucky students and teachers. 

Their high spirits and lovely singing voices were 

delightful.  

Decked out in vibrant costumes, Year 12 also set 

a festive tone for the recent swimming carnival.  
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YEAR 8X SCIENCE CLASS RECYCLING  

In our Year 8X Science class, we are 

currently learning about recycling and 

doing a recycling project ourselves to 

help keep our planet clean and green!  

We are filling plastic boxes in Room 

207 with recyclable empty beauty/

cosmetic products, such as toothpaste 

tubes, shampoo bottles and even 

empty make-up supplies!  

These will be sent to an Australian 

company called TERRACYCLE, which 

will clean and recycle the empty 

packaging into school and gardening 

supplies, like whiteboard markers 

and watering cans.  

The more we collect, the more points 

we earn which can 

be redeemed for 

money for our 

school! Join in our 

community and 

bring your beauty 

and cosmetic items in to the Science Staffroom! 

Written by Ryan Harris, Lydia Byerlee, Mayah Baker and Jerrie 

Tran. 

 

2014 DUVAL ART STUDENT ACHIEVING HER DREAMS 
Lauren Barrett finish school in 2014 and has just graduated University 

in Sydney.  

I would like to thank Lauren’s Arts teacher at Duval for introducing her 

to the art of latex moulding that has set her on her creative journey. In 

her assessment last year at University, Lauren and a class mate made a 

film which was entered into the 2017 Sydney Underground Film 

Festival.  

They then entered it into the Accolade Global Film Competition in the 

USA. The film was received well and ended up in a top winning group in this 

world wide competition. The film is called I killed Paul Allen with an axe to the 

face. They used over 200 films ranging from 1970 to today and edited them 

flawlessly to make a 15minute film.  

Lauren has just started her Masters and in a couple of years she will head to 

Canada to do Creature Design and Prosthetics, hence the reference to latex 

moulding.  

Her passion is to do movie makeup but she is learning everything in the industry 

through film and stage production to filming. Her last assessment she received 

95 / 100.  

We are heading down to her graduation on the 26th March to Sydney University. I 

can't thank her Art teacher enough, he headed her in the right direction. Thank you.                                         

Debbie Barrett. 
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2018 STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL (SRC) 

Year 8 

    

    

Charlotte Bush Fynn Eastwood Lucy Mair Peter Gooley 

Year 9  

    

    

Caitlin Bell Rohan Lawrence Isabella Maschio Samuel Peak 

Year 10  

    

    

Jesse Dwyer Joshua Dawson Heather Girard Felix Westhorpe 

Year 11 

    

    

Amelia Randell 

ARTS CAPTAIN 

 

Tyler Harris 

ARTS CAPTAIN 

Kate Jones 

SPORTS CAPTAIN 

Jaia Richardson-Fowell 

SPORTS CAPTAIN 
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N O R T H E R N  N S W  R I M F I R E 

BENCHREST COMPETITIONS 

Northern NSW International Rimfire 

B e n c h r e s t :  H a v i n g 

competed in seven rounds 

throughout NSW in 2017, the 

final results for this 

competition were announced 

at Taree last weekend. 

Congratulations to Tiffany 

Tarrant who was the Junior 

Champion for 2017.Tiffany 

shot consistently well all 

year,  facing di f f icult 

conditions and fierce 

competition amongst her 

peers. Well done Tiffany.  

Patrick Simpson was placed 

third with Emma Pearson 

fourth both of whom should 

be congratulated as this was 

their first year of competing. 

Northern NSW IRB: First 

round of this year’s IRB was 

held at Koorainghat, Taree 

w h e r e 

t h e 

weather was extremely 

humid and windy making for 

a very challenging shoot. 

Congratulations to Emma 

Pearson who took out first 

junior with Patrick Simpson 

coming third.  

All juniors competed 

diligently with only a few 

points separating the final 

scores. Our next shoot will 

be at 

Armidale Range on the 18 

March, followed by Port 

Macqaurie, Inverell, Grafton, 

Glen Innes and Coffs 

Harbour. 

A r m i d a l e  S S A A 

Competition: Last Sunday 

Patrick Simpson was 

awarded 50M Rimfire 

Benchrest –Hunter Junior 

2 0 1 7  W i n n e r . 

Congratulations on your 

efforts throughout 2017. 

BOYS OPEN BASKETBALL 

 

WOMEN’S FUTSAL 

POWER HOUR  

Tuesday after school @ Duval High library 

Students are encouraged to 

visit the library on Tuesdays 

from 3.35 to 4.35 to get extra 

support completing home-

work, assignments or help 

with understanding what they 

are learning in their classes. 

A teacher will always be available to support and 

assist students. 

Students will have access to computers, laptops, 

printers and the internet.  

Our study centre provides a secure, supervised 

learning environment in space where staff can 

assist students in managing their homework, as-

signments and learning needs. 

All students are welcome. 

Afternoon tea from 3.25 to 3.45.  

The school bus will drive people home who live 

within the town boundary. 

A great game against Armidale High last 

Wednesday saw Duval prevail in a close 50 to 

47 win. 

Izzy Winter in ac-

tion as the Shadow 

in the under 20 

Women’s Futsal 

side.   
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